
 

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

December 12, 2019 

 
Joholski called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  Committee members present: 

 

Cary Joholski      Mike Leis - Absent 

Frank Easterday      Darrel Clark 

Mary Henry     Chief Deputy Nathan Campbell 

Sheriff John Spears      

 

Others in Attendance: Supervisor Roger Call 

 

Joholski confirmed the Agenda was properly posted.   Easterday moved to approve the 

minutes of the October meeting.   Clark seconded the motion, and the motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Invoices: 

 

The Sheriff’s invoices were reviewed and explanations provided as requested.  Sheriff Spears 

said new mattresses were purchased for the jail.  Sheriff stated radio and 911 center contracts 

were paid.  Clark moved and Easterday seconded a motion to pay the invoices in the sum of 

$96,949.97, which the motion passed unanimously.   

   

Sheriff’s Activity Report: 

 

Sheriff Spears reported there were no serious issues over Thanksgiving and the gun deer 

hunting season.  Sheriff said the new metal detector in the jail is working well.  He reminded 

everyone that the unit is portable.   

 

Sheriff Spears said active shooter trainings continue.  He said the Sheriff’s Office conducted 

lockdown drills at the Vernon County Courthouse Annex and the Erlandson Building.  Both 

went well.   

 

Sheriff Spears reported a Silver Alert individual from De Pere, Wisconsin was located in 

Stoddard this week.  His family was notified, and they picked him up.  Clark asked about 

receiving notifications for Silver Alerts.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said there are many 

ways to sign up for alerts across the state, but the Sheriff’s Office only sends alerts for local 

individuals. 

 

Sheriff Spears discussed the threat at De Soto Area Schools this week.  He said the Sheriff’s 

Office believes the student just made comments and did not have intent to follow through with 

the threats.  Sheriff said it is nice to see young people reporting these threats immediately. 

 



 

 

Sheriff Spears reported the Sheriff’s Office will receive a $4,000 evidence vent hood through a 

grant.  The brand is Purair.  The grant was secured through the West Central Metropolitan 

Enforcement Group (MEG unit).   

 

Easterday asked if the Sheriff’s Office checks on people who live in their vehicles over the 

winter.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said the Sheriff’s Office checks on those we know 

about.   

 

Matters pertaining to maintenance and operation of office:   

 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said the Sheriff’s Office plans to purchase at least 12 new 

thermal imaging units, which will be on next month’s invoices.  Chief said every night deputy 

should have a night vision or thermal imaging unit.  He said the Sheriff’s Office currently has 

three night vision units with one being used by a night sergeant and two stored for the tactical 

team.  Chief said the Sheriff’s Office is purchasing higher and lower priced units and 

evaluating their quality to determine which ones to buy.   

 

ATV / UTV Ordinance Requests:  None. 

 

De Soto radio tower update: 

 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said there was a meeting on November 20, 2019 at the 

Sheriff’s Office to discuss collaboration with various agencies on the De Soto radio tower site 

at the salt shed on Will Kumlin Road.  Chief said approximately 16 people from outside 

agencies, including the Wisconsin State Patrol, Crawford County Sheriff’s Office, and 

Allamakee County Sheriff’s Office, attended.  All agencies were asked to submit their needs 

for the tower to ComElec who will put together costs.  Chief said he hopes to have the costs by 

the next meeting so it can go to the County Board in January. 

 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell reported the tower would be 180’ tall if only Vernon County is 

on the tower, but it will need to be 300’ tall if other agencies are using it.  Chief said the lease 

rates between government agencies is low, so Vernon County would not make a large profit 

from others utilizing the tower.  Chief said the needs of the residents of Vernon County is the 

priority, and the De Soto radio tower is needed.  Sheriff Spears said the 180’ tower will be 

built and will only be larger if there are collaborating agencies.  There was a discussion. 

 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said the Finance Committee approved a five-year payment 

plan for the $1.1 million radio system upgrade.  Chief said a 10% down-payment was made to 

ComElec.  He said ComElec will begin work on current towers now and will work on the new 

towers in the spring.   

 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said a $40,000 offer was submitted for the land (3,600 sq. ft.) 

and abandoned 180’ tower on Chipmunk Ridge Road.  He said the adjoining landowner has 30 



 

 

days for the right of first refusal.  Chief said the current landowners allow the adjoining 

landowner to pasture on the 3,600 sq. ft. of land, which will be discontinued if Vernon County 

successfully purchases the land due to security concerns.  Chief said ComElec can restore the 

tower by June 2020.  A discussion ensued. 

 

Easterday moved to adjourn, Clark seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  The next 

meeting will be on Thursday, January 9, 2020. 

 

 

 

Amy E. Dvorak, Acting Secretary  


