
LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 14, 2019 

 
Joholski called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  Committee members present: 

 

Cary Joholski     Mike Leis  

Frank Easterday     Darrel Clark  

Mary Henry     Chief Deputy Nathan Campbell  

Sheriff John Spears      

 

Others in Attendance: Supervisor Roger Call and Tim Hundt. 

 

Joholski confirmed that the Agenda was properly posted.   Clark moved to approve the 

minutes of the February meeting, after requesting one revision.   Leis seconded the motion, 

and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

Invoices: 

 

The Sheriff’s invoices were reviewed and explanations provided as requested.  Leis moved and 

Henry seconded a motion to pay the invoices in the sum of $175,344.83, which the motion 

passed unanimously.  Sheriff explained there’s an invoice for Com Elec for $100,000, which is 

for the last phase of the radio system upgrade.       

   

Sheriff’s Activity Report: 

 

Sheriff Spears stated the sheriff’s office is preparing for flooding.  Sheriff said they met with 

Emergency Management Director Brandon Larson.  Larson is giving out sand bags.  Sheriff 

announced State Highway 162 has already been shut down due to the flooding.   

 

Sheriff Spears announced Deputy Sheriff Eric Tollackson was nominated for the Stoddard 

Legion 2019 Ormsby Law Enforcement Officer of the Year.  Deputy Tollackson was eligible 

for the county officer of the year, and won.  Sheriff said Deputy Tollackson’s nomination will 

move on to Regionals, and then State.  Sheriff mentioned they are very proud of Deputy 

Tollackson’s work.   

 

Sheriff Spears said Kickapoo Area Schools held an event for reading with the students.  Sheriff 

said he attended with Deputy Sheriff Roy Torgerson, and Investigator JoEllen Egge.  Sheriff 

said they had the pleasure of reading to students.  Sheriff said other law enforcement officers 

from other agencies attended as well.   

 

Sheriff Spears indicated deputies have been conducting lots of traffic stops that have resulted 

in drug arrests, mainly Methamphetamine.   

 



Sheriff Spears mentioned they are ordering two new hybrid squad cars.  Sheriff said the hybrid 

should get more miles per gallon.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Nathan Campbell added a 2020 gas 

only SUV costs $33,312, and by the time it’s converted to propane it would total $39,112.  

Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said the hybrid Ford Explorer costs $36,400.  Chief Deputy 

Sheriff Campbell addressed that many agencies are changing over to full size pickup trucks 

and Dodge Durango’s due to the rise in costs.  A discussion took place.   

 

Sheriff Spears reported a full-time deputy resigned.  Sheriff stated he was a very dedicated 

employee, who worked in dispatch for one year, and patrol for two years.  Sheriff mentioned 

while employed with the sheriff’s office he attended training at a cost of approximately 

$1,500, and received about $4,000 in equipment.  Sheriff addressed the open position will start 

out at $21 / hour, and the deputy left making $22.14 / hour.  Sheriff added the deputy will 

make $29 / hour at his new job, and after 6 years, he will make $37 / hour.  The deputy told 

sheriff it was a true pleasure beginning his career with the sheriff’s office.  Sheriff said the 

deputy will do well wherever he goes.  Sheriff questioned if we are being competitive enough 

to keep employees here.  Clark, on behalf of the committee, thanked Deputy Hemker for his 

service.   

 

Sheriff Spears discussed the Jane Doe investigation continues.  Sheriff said her DNA is being 

submitted to the DNA Jane Doe Project.  Sheriff said cases have been cleared by using this 

project.  Sheriff explained there’s hope a relative has DNA in this project, and hopefully Jane 

Doe’s will come back with a match.   

 

Sheriff Spears presented the 7th Annual 5-K-9 Run/Walk is April 27th.  Sheriff said this event 

always has a good turnout regardless of the weather.   

 

Sheriff Spears gave information on a gentleman that was released from state prison.  Sheriff 

said he served his time, and Probation & Parole found housing for him locally.  Sheriff said the 

gentleman wasn’t allowed to live there anymore, and is now homeless, no fault of his own.  

Sheriff said he’s been allowing the gentleman to stay in the lobby of the sheriff’s office until 

probation can find housing.  Sheriff said he has been looking, as well, and has been trying to 

find the gentleman a job.  Sheriff’s main concern is that the gentleman will reoffend so he has 

a definite place to stay / sleep.   

 

Matters pertaining to maintenance and operation of office:   

 

Sheriff Spears said they met the new maintenance technician for the county.  Chief Deputy 

Sheriff Campbell added the roof sprung a leak in reception.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell 

said this spring / summer the roof will need patch work.    

 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell touched on the financials.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell 

stated this month is the last month to pay 2018 invoices.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said 

2018 wages and benefits alone were over by $135,000.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said, 



moving forward, everyone needs to work together.    Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said this 

needs to be fixed and totals need to compute for the 2020 budget.  Leis asked about part-time 

wages.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said the sheriff’s office has control over the part-time 

budget and the overtime budget, not what is budgeted for full-time wages and benefits.     

 

ATV / UTV Ordinance Requests: None 

 

Radio Service Engineer – Discussion:  

 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said the last bill to Com Elec was paid.  Chief Deputy Sheriff 

Campbell mentioned Com Elec has a few more things left in dispatch, and then it’s on to Phase 

II – hiring an engineer.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell added it’s going to be difficult as the 

county ordinance states it needs to be a sealed bid.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said any 

bid can be accepted, it doesn’t have to be the lowest.  The problem raised is establishing an 

engineer to set up what we need and writing an RFP.  Chief Deputy Sheriff Campbell said the 

main decision is what’s best for Vernon County.  A discussion pursued.    

 

Easterday moved to adjourn, Leis seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  The next 

meeting will be on Thursday, April 11, 2019. 

 

 

Morgan C. Paulson, Acting Secretary  


