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Emergency Action Plan 
For P. L. 566 Structures in Vernon County 

 
A. INTRODUCTION 
 
I. Purpose and Intent 
 
The purpose and intent of this emergency action plan (EAP) is primarily to safeguard the lives and secondarily to 
reduce property damage of the citizens of Vernon County living along the rivers, streams and tributaries affected 
by the presence of any of the County's twenty-two P. L. 566 Flood Control Structures in the event of flooding 
caused by large runoff or failure of the Structures.  As of January 1, 2004, 445 tax parcels covering 3,731 acres 
(and improvements) valued at $3,202,130.00  are within the Breach Route Hazard Flood Zone.  Seventy-five 
individual homes or unimproved residential lots, or campgrounds are also within that Zone. 
 
This plan is required under State of Wisconsin regulation - NR 333:  Dam Design and Construction Standards 
part .07 sub 4 (c) dated April 1987. 
 
This plan will organize Vernon County's response to an impending catastrophic dam failure to reduce if not 
prevent the loss of life and property and to reduce the County's liability in such an event. 
 
Each dam, its hazard area, warning systems, evacuation routes, maps, etc. is described separately as outlined in the 
Table of Contents.  What follows is a general description of the Emergency Action Plan as it applies to all 
structures in the County. 
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II. Responsibility and Authority 
 
The Vernon County Land Conservation Department and its Resource Conservationist are responsible for the 
development and maintenance of the Emergency Action Plan (EAP).  The following list identifies the persons or 
groups responsible for carrying out the various components of the EAP.  The authority for carrying out these 
components is contained in Vernon County Board Resolution No.                  dated                                              . 
 
STATE WARNING CENTER ... .......................... .......................... ............. ............. ............1-800-943-0003 
 
VERNON COUNTY LAND ....... .......................... (7:00 a.m.-4:30 p. m., Mon. - Fri.). ............(608) 637-5483 
CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT ..................... (After Hours) ..... ............. ............. ............(608) 637-3324 
 
VERNON COUNTY SHERIFF DEPARTMENT . Gene Cary ......... ............. ............. ............9-1-1 
                                                                Long Distance..................... ............. ............. ............1-800 637-2123   
 
STATE HIGHWAY PATROL ... .......................... Tomah District Office...... ............. ............(608) 372-5998 
 
VERNON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL .................... .......................... ............. ............. ............(608) 637-2101 
 
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE ........... .......................... ............. ............. ............9-1-1 
                                                Long Distance.......... .......................... ............. ............. ............1-800 637-2123 
 
EMERGENCY GOVERNMENT.......................... ..........................Cindy Ackerman . ............  (608) 637
 
DOWNSTREAM DAMS............. .......................... .......................... ............. ............. ............None 
 
STATE DAM SAFETY AGENCY ........................ WilliamSturtevant, P. E. .. ............. ............(608) 266-8033 
 ........................................ .......................... Gordon Stinson.. ............. ............. ............(608) 785-9977 
 
CONTRACTOR.......................... .......................... Lepke Trucking & Excavating ....... ............(608) 483-2655 
 
ENGINEER ................................. .......................... Bob Henrich, WE, NRCS. ............. ............(715) 832-6547 
 ........................................ .......................... Scott Mueller, ASCE, NRCS ......... ............(608) 662-4422 
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III. Periodic Review, Testing and Updating 
 
The Emergency Action Plan will be reviewed annually in January by a review committee composed of the 
cosigners of the following approval document (or their representative) and one down stream landowner recruited 
by the Resource Conservationist.  The purpose of the review will be to evaluate the relevance and effectiveness of 
the plan in light of:  
 

•   any change in upstream, downstream and structure conditions; or  
•   any known deficiencies in the application of the plan to an emergency situation. 

 
The review will also serve as a refresher course for the emergency services providers.  Recommendations of the 
review committee will be incorporated into the Emergency Action Plan with approval of the Division of 
Emergency Management and the Department of Natural Resources, Dam Safety Unit. 
 
The Emergency Action Plan will be tested the first year following Plan approval and every third year after that at a 
date and time to be confidentially set by the Vernon County Resource Conservationist.  The test will involve the 
mock emergency situations of impending breach of a structure and a test of resources following a catastrophic 
breach of a structure.  Items to be evaluated include: 
 

•  Response time from awareness of the impending breach to notification of downstream 
landowners. 

•  Response time from awareness of the impending breach to notification of dam operator. 
•  Response time from notification of downstream landowners to evacuation to high ground. 
•  Response time from notification of emergency services (County Sheriff, ambulance, fire, 

Emergency Management) to arrival at the site. 
•  Transport time from test site to medical facilities of "injured" citizens. 
•  Performance of standard communication lines. 
•  Performance of backup communication system. 
•  Performance of emergency drawdown drill. 
•  Performance of backups to emergency services simulating mechanical breakdowns. 
•  Response time from notification of engineer(s) and State officials to arrival on site. 

 
Any and every surveillance and warning system will be initiated at 3:00 p.m. on the first Saturday of each month 
for a 15-second interval.  The test initiated on the first Saturday of January, April, July and October will use the 
backup system.  Any failure of the primary or backup system to initiate will be corrected within 24-hours. 
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IV. Approval 
 
We, the undersigned, this date acknowledge this Emergency Action Plan as part of the emergency operation 
procedure necessary to protect life and reduce property damage in case of an emergency at any of the P. L. 566 
Flood Control Structures located in Vernon County. 
 
 
_______________________________________________ _________________ 
Signature, Vernon County Board Chair  Date 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________     __________________ 
Signature, Vernon County Land & Water Conservation Date 
     Committee Chair 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ ___________________ 
  Signature, Vernon County Sheriff   Date 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________ ___________________ 
  Signature, Vernon County Emergency Govt. Dir.  Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ ___________________ 
  Signature, Chief, Viroqua Fire Department  Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ ____________________ 
  Signature, State Conservation Engineer  Date  
   Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
 
_________________________________________________ ____________________ 
  Signature, State Dam Safety Engineer  Date  
   Wisc. Dept.of Natural Resources 
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B. IDENTIFICATION OF EMERGENCY 
I. Levels of Emergency 
 
Three levels of emergency are established for the P. L. 566 Structures located in Vernon County. 
 
Level 1 Emergency: This is a state of  "watch" triggered by unusual spring runoff or a 10-year rainfall event 
(4.23 inches of rain in a 24-hour period) or higher as measured at the official U. S. Weather Service monitoring 
station. 
 
The Vernon County Resource Conservationist will notify local radio and television stations to broadcast the 
established public service announcement for this level of emergency.  The announcement will identify the names of 
all the structures and notify downstream residents that potentially damaging high water may occur on their 
property in the next 24 hours.  It will also emphasize that this is a "watch" similar to a thunderstorm or tornado 
"watch"; and not a "warning" or an "evacuation notice" and to stay tuned to the station for any updates to the 
emergency status or cancellation. 
 
The Resource Conservationist will then direct the Response Team (see Appendix 1) to make a visual inspection 
of the dam sites, checking for blocked inlets, unusual seepage in the embankment, noticeable movement of the 
embankment material, and unsatisfactory performance of the outlet structures.   An inspection will also be made of 
the stream channel below the dam for a distance of 10,000 feet, checking for impediments to stream flow or other 
unusual situations which might exacerbate the impact of potential high water. 
 
Emergency service providers will be notified through standard or backup communication systems that a Level 1 
Emergency is in effect for the P. L. 566 dams in the County and to be ready to respond to an increase in the 
Emergency Level. 
 
Any situation which will affect the performance of a dam and place downstream residents at imminent risk will 
warrant the immediate upgrade of the event to a Level 2 or higher Emergency 
 
Level 2 Emergency: This is a state of "warning" triggered by any of the following events: 
 

•  100-year rainfall event (6.2 inches of rain in a 24-hour period) or higher. 
•  Non-catastrophic changes in a structure which suggest it would be prudent to notify 

downstream residents that evacuation to higher ground may become necessary within the 
next 6 hours. 

•  Obstructions in the downstream channels which will have an immediate impact on a 



 

 
 

 6

specific landowner. 
 
Level 2 Emergency (Cont.) 
 
The Vernon County Resource Conservationist will notify local radio and television stations to broadcast the 
established public service announcement for this level of emergency.  The announcement will identify the name of 
the affected structures and notify downstream residents that potentially damaging high water will occur on their 
property in the next 12 hours.  It will also emphasize that this is a "warning" similar to a thunderstorm or tornado 
"warning" and that measures should be taken to protect low-lying property and to prepare for evacuation should 
it become necessary.  Residents will be reminded to stay tuned to the station for any updates to the emergency 
status or cancellation. 
 
Emergency service providers will be notified to put their personnel on standby and to expect mobilization of 
evacuation and transport plans. 
 
By prior arrangement, the local U. S Weather Service Monitoring Station will have notified the Resource 
Conservationist that a 50-year rainfall (5.4 inches in 24 hours) has accumulated.  This will initiate a detailed 
physical and visual inspection of the structures by the Response Team to determine if a principal spillway is 
flowing or will flow within the next three hours; if changes in a structure are occurring; or if a landowner is 
threatened by obstructions in a downstream channel.   
 
Should any noticeable changes occur in a structure, such as seepage in the embankment or mass movement of fill 
material, the Engineer and the State Dam Safety Agency will be notified to proceed to the site immediately.  
Upon arrival, a professional evaluation of the situation will be made to determine what, if any, procedures need to 
be carried out to protect the structure or to upgrade the situation to  a Level 3 Emergency.  A description of the 
situation over the telephone to the Engineer may be enough to move to a Level 3 Emergency. 
 
The State Dam Safety Engineer first on-site will coordinate the services of other engineering personnel and direct 
their efforts of evaluating other threatened structures.  The Vernon County Sheriff will coordinate and direct 
combined police activities.  The Viroqua Fire Chief will coordinate and direct combined fire/hazardous material 
actions.  Evacuation of downstream residents will be carried out the National Guard unit. 
 
Level 3 Emergency: This is state of "evacuation notice" triggered by any of the following events: 
 

•  Rise of water to within 1/2 foot of the emergency spillway elevation 
•  Determination by the Engineer or State Dam Safety Officer that structure failure is 

 probable or that emergency drawdown measures will not be effective in preventing the 
 failure of the structure 

•  Water levels within 1/2 foot of emergency access route elevations for affected downstream 
 residents. 
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The Resource Conservationist will notify local radio and television stations to broadcast the established public 
service announcement for this level of emergency.  The announcement will identify the names of the structures 
affected and notify downstream residents that their property is in imminent danger of being inundated by high 
water and to evacuate their property immediately.  The announcement will direct residents to the nearest 
established  
Level 3 Emergency(Cont.) 
emergency shelter.  In addition, the announcement will direct emergency services personnel to report to their 
duty stations. 

• Emergency services personnel will be mobilized to the site to aid in evacuation of  
 residents, direct traffic, provide emergency health care, secure utilities and fight 
 or prevent fire. 

• Emergency shelter staff will be directed through standard or backup communication  
 systems to go to the shelter site.   

• The command center will be established according to plan to coordinate and direct the 
 flow of services and communication.  If not already on site, the engineer and the State  
 Dam Safety Agency will be notified to go immediately to the command center for the 
 duration of the Level 3 Emergency.  

• Roadblocks will be established along roads and highways by the Sheriff�s Department leading to high 
water sites to allow emergency vehicles free and unobstructed access to residents, property and dams. 

• Preventive action measures to prevent or delay the possible failure of a structure will be  
 carried out under the direction of the Engineer.  (See Page 10). 
 
Multiple-Structure Level 3 Emergencies 
 
In the event that more than one structure meets one or more of the three criteria listed above, emergency services 
managers will bring in additional personnel according to established procedure.  This may consist of calling in 
additional municipal police agencies, additional volunteer fire departments, County and/or Township highway 
personnel, on-call medical staff, other NRCS Engineers or NRCS State Office Engineers, additional State Dam 
Safety staff, the 1107th Transportation Company of the National Guard, utility company repair crews (electric, gas, 
telephone), etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Public Information System 
 
The primary vehicle for informing the public of a dam related emergency is the local radio and television broadcast 
and cable system stations.  Public service announcements for each level of emergency will be prepared and 
reviewed by broadcast personnel.  Procedures will be established for use of the emergency broadcast system in the 
event of loss of primary power to the station.  The following is a list of radio and television services: 
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•  WVRQ - FM 102.3 Viroqua 
•  WCOW -FM  97.0,  Sparta 

Public Information System (Cont.) 
•  WIZM - FM  93.0, La Crosse 
•  WKTY - FM  96.0, La Crosse 
•  WLSU - FM  88.9, La Crosse 
•  WKBT - Channel 8 (CBS), La Crosse 
•  WEAU - Channel 13 (NBC), Eau Claire 
•  WXOW -Channel 19 (ABC), La Crosse 
•  WLAX - Channel 25 (FOX), La Crosse 
•  WHLA - Channel 31 (PBS), La Crosse 

 
In the event of a Level 3 Emergency, local law enforcement personnel will also drive by homes announcing the 
need to evacuate over the vehicle PA system. 
 
Once the Emergency Action Plan is approved, informational brochures will be developed and mailed to all 
downstream landowners.  The flyer will outline the purpose of P.L. 566 structures, responsibilities as landowners, 
and the procedures to follow in the event of an emergency.  The flyer will be mailed out every three years after that 
to cover changes in ownership and to reinforce the need for preparedness. 
 
The annual review of the Emergency Action Plan will be a public meeting announced two weeks in advance.  This 
will allow interested residents to provide ideas and to view the process of maintaining the Emergency Action Plan. 
 
III. Emergency Shelters 
 
Several sites have been designated as Emergency Shelters following the Vernon County Emergency 
Management Plan of Operations.  The shelters will be staffed by volunteer and agency personnel with assistance 
from various state and federal units of government. 
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IV. Surveillance and Warning Systems 
 
The system of surveillance has been described in the definitions of the three Emergency Levels 
 
High water warning systems are (will be) in place at the following structures: 
Bad Axe 02 � Raaum 
Bad Axe 12 � Runge Hollow 
Bad Axe 16 � Thompson 
Coon Creek 41 � Dahlen 
West Fork �K� � Klinkner 
West Fork 01 � Jersey Valley 
West Fork 03 � Ostrem 
West Fork 05 � Seasbranch 
West Fork 17 - Primmer 
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C. PREVENTIVE ACTIONS 
 
If inspections by the Response Team discover compromises to a structure (seepage, settling of fill, severely 
blocked inlets), then preventive measures must be taken to diminish the potential for dam failure.  Two levels of 
preventive action are described here allowing quick response to rapidly changing conditions. 
 
The first level involves easily treatable situations that can be addressed by County staff.  Examples would be 
opening gates/valves no more than necessary to allow a maximum of 25% additional flow through an inlet or 
removing loose debris from inlets. 
 
The second level involves situations requiring the use of heavy equipment or the application of engineering 
principles to rapidly relieve hydrostatic pressure on a structure.  Examples would be: 

•  use of a dragline to remove large, impacted debris from an inlet; 
•  use of an excavator and dump trucks to load and haul away floating debris near the inlet of an 

  emergency spillway; 
•  pumping water from the pool area in excess of the capacity of the principal and emergency 

spillways; 
•  opening valves/gates to 100%. if accessible; or 
•  breaching the structure to prevent catastrophic failure. 

 
The Resource Conservationist will notify the Engineer and the State Dam Safety Agency that such conditions 
have been discovered and request that they report to the site for evaluation and direction of actions. 



 

 
 

 11

D. RE-ENTRY AND RECOVERY 
 
Re-entry and recovery procedures are established for the aftermath of a Level 3 Emergency once high water has 
receded. 

• The County Highway Commissioner will inspect all roadways and bridges to detect the extent of damage 
(if any), serviceability, and need for emergency repairs.  The Commissioner and Sheriff will establish and 
mark reentry routes for use by emergency services 

• Where utility lines are affected, appropriate utility personnel will evaluate their own facilities. 
• The County Response Team will inspect individual properties to determine if free standing 
 gasoline, fuel oil or LP gas tanks have been compromised.  If any have, the appropriate vendor, 
 hazardous materials handling personnel and fire department will be notified. 
• The Response Team will describe and photograph any damage to property, buildings, 
 livestock, equipment, machinery and residences. 
• The County Health & Human Services office will draw water samples from wells to test for high 
 levels of harmful bacteria, protozoa and sediment. 
• Emergency Management will assist with providing temporary shelter, clothing and food for  
 residents with help from various charitable organizations and private donations of time and 
 materials. 
• The NRCS Engineer, State Dam Safety Agency personnel and the County Resource Conservationist 

will inspect and evaluate affected PL. 566 structures, mechanisms and appurtenances for damage caused 
by 

 high water levels, flow of water and floating debris. 
• Residents with damaged dwellings and/or structures will need to provide evidence of habitability 
 and structural soundness to the Resource Conservationist before reestablishing permanent 

 residence on or in the affected properties. 
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E. _ DESCRIPTION OF DAMS AND  
  AFFECTED STRUCTURES 
 
 _ MAPS OF HAZARD AREAS 
 
 _ MAPS OF EVACUATION ROUTES 
  AND LOCATION OF SHELTERS 
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 BAD AXE 02 (RAAUM) 
Description of Dam 
BA 02 is located in the South 1/2 of Section 19, T13N R04W in the Town of Viroqua; 1/2 mile west of U.S. Highway 
14 on the north side of Springville Road; approximately 1 mile north of the City of Viroqua.  It is a dry dam completed 
in 1963 at a cost of $35,098 for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isoloated homes, agricultural land and 
township and county roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  It was not designed to protect homes within the 
regulatory floodway.  The dam is sited on property currently owned by La Verne Dunnum and is operated by the 
Vernon County Land & Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 34  U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle: #11-Viroqua  
 
List of Landowners and Description of  Structures  
 

Town Of 
Sectio

n Town Range 40-1/4160-1/4 First Name Last Name Address City 
S
T ZIP 

Viroqua 19 13 4 NW SW Mariane Wiedenbach
E6904 
Springville Rd Viroqua

W
I 54665

Jefferson 23 13 5 SE SE 
Gary & 
Lois Stueland 

E6448 Miller 
Rd Viroqua

W
I 54665
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 BAD AXE 02 (RAAUM) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 BAD AXE 02 (RAAUM) - MAP OF EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER SITES 
 

 
Alternate Evac.Route   Primary Evac. Route 
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 BAD AXE 11 (DUCK EGG) 
Description of Dam 
BA 11 is located in the SW 1/4 of Section 20, T13N R05W in the Town of Jefferson; 1-1/4 miles north of State. 
Highway 56 at the end of Duck Egg Road.  It is a dry dam completed in 1987 at a cost of $5,956,095 for the purpose of 
protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township and county roads located within the regulatory 
floodplain.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  The dam is sited on property currently 
owned by Vernon County and is operated by the Vernon County Land & Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 32  U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle: #10-Newton 
 
List of Landowners and Description of  Structures  
 

Town Of 
Sectio

n Town Range 40-1/4 160-1/4 First Name Last Name Address City ST ZIP 

Harmony 24 13 6 SW NW 
Steven W & 
Carey A Olsen 

E4140 Upper 
Newton Rd Viroqua WI54665

 
SEE BAD AXE 12 (RUNGE HOLLOW) FOR ADDITIONAL AFFECTED LANDOWNERS
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 BAD AXE 11 (DUCK EGG) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 BAD AXE 11 (DUCK EGG) - MAP OF EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER SITE 
SEE MAP FOR RUNGE HOLLOW, BAD AXE 12 (PAGE 21)
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 BAD AXE 12 (RUNGE HOLLOW) 
Description of Dam 
BA 12 is located in the SE 1/4 of Section 07, T13N R5W in the Town of Jefferson; 7-1/2 miles west of 
U. S. Highway 14 on CTH 'Y'.  It is a wet dam completed in 1974 at a cost of $812,225 for the purpose of the public 
with recreational waters; and protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township and county 
roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  The dam was repaired from an abutment/embankment leak in 1978/79. 
 It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  CTH 'Y' utilizes the top of the dam as a roadbed.  
The dam is sited on property currently owned by the Christianson Bros. and is operated by the Vernon County Land & 
Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 32  U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle: #10-Newton 
 
List of Landowners and Description of  Structures  
 

Town Of 
Sectio

n Town Range 40-1/4160-1/4 First Name Last Name Address City ST ZIP 

Harmony 21 13 6 SW NE Roger Bertsch 
E3140 
Newton Rd Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 14 13 6 SW SE James L Cade 
S3710 
County Rd 'O' Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 23 13 6 SW NW Palmer R Skaaland 
804 South 
Section Ave 

Spring 
Valley MN55975

Harmony 21 13 6 SE NW Glen A Warner 
E3028A 
Newton Rd Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 21 13 6 SW NE Roger J Bertsch 
E3140 
Newton Rd Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 21 13 6 SE SE 
Bryce M & 
Beatrice E Tollackson

E3289 
Newton 
Valley Road Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 22 13 6 NW SW 

Thomas & 
Sarah 
(Thompson) Normann 

E3404 
Hammel Ln Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 22 13 6 SE NE Robin Rieder 
E3684 
Newton Rd Viroqua WI 54665

Jefferson 7 13 5 SE SW 
Thomas L & 
Kimberly L Olson 

4707 County 
Rd 'Y' Viroqua WI 54665

Genoa 36 13 7 NE NE Delrae Wolfe 
S4719 
Newton Rd Genoa WI 54632

Genoa 36 13 7 SE SE 
Thomas G & 
Gay Lynn Schmidt 

S4803 
Newton Rd Genoa WI 54632

Jefferson 18 13 5 SE SW 
Judson F & 
Susan D Omans 116 S 14th St 

La 
Crosse WI 54601

Jefferson 19 13 5 NE NW 
Ronald A & 
Barbara A Finkbeiner 2211 Cass St 

La 
Crosse WI 54601

Genoa 1 12 7 SW NE Shirley Jarrett 
S5095 
Mundsack Rd Genoa WI 54632

Jefferson 19 13 5 SE NW Thomas D Nodding 
335 North 
Main Stoddard WI 54558
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Jefferson 19 13 5 NE NW Thomas D Nodding 
335 North 
Main Stoddard WI 54558

Town Of 
Sectio

n Town Range 40-1/4160-1/4 First Name Last Name Address City ST ZIP 

Jefferson 19 13 5 NE NW 
Judson F & 
Susan D Omans 116 S 14th St 

La 
Crosse WI 54601

Harmony 23 13 6 SE NW Scott A Keith 
S3907 
Mckittrick Ln Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 23 13 6 NW NE James L Cade 
S3710 
County Rd 'O' Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 23 13 6 NW NE 
Mark E & Rita 
D 

Mc 
Farland 

E4028 Upper 
Newton Rd Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 23 13 6 NE NE 
Mark E & Rita 
D 

Mc 
Farland 

E4028 Upper 
Newton Rd Viroqua WI 54665

Harmony 23 13 6 NE NE Lillian Erickson 
356 Birch 
Court Viroqua WI 54665

 
. 
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 BAD AXE 12 (RUNGE HOLLOW) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 BAD AXE 12 (RUNGE HOLLOW) - MAP OF EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER SITES 
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 BAD AXE 16 (THOMPSON) 
 
Description of Dam 
BA 16 is located in the NE 1/4 of Section 07, T12N R05W in the Town of Franklin; 2-1/2 miles west of 
State Highway 27/82 (Liberty Pole) -on Hornby Hollow Road.  It is a dry dam completed in 1963 at a cost of $108,887 
for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township and county roads located 
within the regulatory floodplain.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  The dam is sited 
on property currently owned by Stuart (Reid) Ludlow. and is operated by the Vernon County Land Conservation 
Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 14  U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle: #19-Rising Sun 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 
 

Town 
Of Section Town Range 40-1/4160-1/4 First Name Last Name Address City ST ZIP 

Franklin 27 12 5 NW SW Stuart & Polly Brandes 
1112 
Pocahontas Dr Monona WI 53716

Franklin 27 12 5 NW SW 
Steven J & 
Mary E Melby 

476 43rd Ave 
NW Rochester MN55901

Franklin 27 12 5 SW NE Thomas Arenson 
512 E 
Broadway Viroqua WI 54665

Sterling 28 12 5 SE SW Jim L Yanske 
S5498 Yanske 
Rd Viroqua WI 54665

Franklin 27 12 5 NE SW 
Ronald W & 
Linda A. N. F. Nash 

S2657 Nustad 
Rd Westby WI 54667

Franklin 27 12 5 NW SW Scott & Betsy Didrickson 128 9th Ave Baraboo WI 54913

Franklin 27 12 5 SW NE 
Duane R & 
Norma J Rubash 

588 Edelweiss 
Dr Antioch IL 60002
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 BAD AXE 16 (THOMPSON) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 BAD AXE 16 (THOMPSON) - MAP OF EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER SITES 
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 BAD AXE 17 (EAGLE'S PARK) 
Description of Dam 
BA 17 is located in the SE 1/4 of Section 28, T12N R05W in the Town of Sterling; 2-1/2 miles north of 
State Highway 82 via Weber Road and then east on Hornby Hollow Road.  It is a dry dam completed in 1963 at a cost of 
$72,967 for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township and county roads 
located within the regulatory floodplain.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  The dam 
is sited on property currently owned by Stuart (Reid) Ludlow. and is operated by the Vernon County Land & Water 
Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 14  U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle: #19-Rising Sun 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 

Town 
Of Section Town Range 

40-
1/4 

160-
1/4 First Name Last Name Address City ST ZIP 

Sterling 28 12 5 SE SE Charles North 142 Lindsey Ct Whitewater WI 53190

Sterling 28 12 5 SE SE 
Fraternal 
Order of Eagles 216 Rock Ave Viroqua WI 54665
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 BAD AXE 17 (EAGLE'S PARK) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 BAD AXE 17 (EAGLES' PARK) - MAP OF EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER SITES 
 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK 
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 BAD AXE 24 (SKILDUM) 
Description of Dam 
BA 24 is located in the SW 1/4 of Section 29, T12N R05W in the Town of Sterling; 2-1/4 miles north of 
State Highway 82 via County Hwy �N� at West Prairie, then east on Hornby Hollow Road.  It is a dry dam completed in 
1963 at a cost of $58,140 for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township 
and county roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  The dam was repaired from an abutment failure in 2002/03. 
 It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  The dam is sited on property currently owned by 
John Elsen, and is operated by the Vernon County Land & Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 10  U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle: #18-Retreat 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 
 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK
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 BAD AXE 24 (SKILDUM) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 BAD AXE 24 (SKILDUM) - MAP OF EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER SITES 
 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK 
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 BAD AXE 33 (SIDIE HOLLOW) 
Description of Dam 
BA 33 is located in the NW 1/4 of Section 10, T13N R05W in the Town of Sterling; 2 miles south of 
State Highway 56 via Side Hollow Road, then east on I/E road.  It is a wet dam completed in 1965 at a cost of $454,208 
for the purpose of providing recreational waters; and protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and 
township and county roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  The dam was repaired from an 
embankment/abutment leak in 1967.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  The dam is 
sited on property currently owned by State of Wisconsin and is operated by the Vernon County Land & Water 
Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 14  U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle: #11-Viroqua 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 

Town Of Sec Town Range 
40-
1/4 

160-
1/4 First Name Last Name Address City ST ZIP 

Sterling 13 12 6 NW SW
Wayne E & 
Lauri A Alderman W4984 Mill St La Crosse WI 54601

Jefferson 9 12 5 NE SW
Kevin & 
Geraldine Fredrickson 

S5439 
Nottingham Rd Viroqua WI 54665

Sterling 15 12 6 SE NW Joyce Pederson 740 E Decker Viroqua WI 54665

Sterling 20 12 5 SW NW Rebecca Frank 
1699 
Koshkonong Rd Stoughton WI 53589

Sterling 24 12 6 SE SW Michael E Danielson 
S6389 County 
Rd 'N' Viroqua WI 54665



 

 
 

 32

 BAD AXE 33 (SIDIE HOLLOW) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 BAD AXE 33 (SIDIE HOLLOW) - MAP OF EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER SITES 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK 
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 BAD AXE 34 (TALLY) 
Description of Dam 
BA 34 is located in the NW 1/4 of Section 10, T13N R05W in the Town of Sterling; 2 miles south of 
State Highway 56 via Side Hollow Road, then east on I/E road.  It is a wet dam completed in 1965 at a cost of $454,208 
for the purpose of providing the public with recreational waters; and protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, 
agricultural land and township and county roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  It was not designed to protect 
homes within the regulatory floodway.  The dam is sited on property currently owned by State of Wisconsin and is 
operated by the Vernon County Land & Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 14 U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle:  #11-Viroqua 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 
 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK
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 BAD AXE 34 (TALLY) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 BAD AXE 34 (TALLY) - MAP OF EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER SITES 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK 
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 COON CREEK 14 (STRUXNESS) 
Description of Dam 
CC14 is located in the SW 1/4 of Section 08, T14N R04W in the Town of Christiana; 4-1/4 miles west of 
State Highway 27 via County Highway �P�, then south-west on I/E road.  It is a dry dam completed in 1962 at a cost of 
$34,519 for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township and county roads 
located within the regulatory floodplain.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  The dam 
is sited on property currently owned by Mark & Alissa Johnson and is operated by the Vernon County Land 
Conservation & Water Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 50 U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle:  #04 - Westby 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 
 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK.
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 COON CREEK 14 (STRUXNESS - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 COON CREEK 15 (SWENSON) 
Description of Dam 
CC15 is located in the NW 1/4 of Section 21, T14N R04W in the Town of Christiana; 3-1/4 miles west of 
State Highway 27 via County Highway �P�, then south-west 1-1/4 miles on I/E road.  It is a dry dam completed in 1962 
at a cost of $38,037 for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township and 
county roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory 
floodway.  The dam is sited on property currently owned by Ruby Swenson and is operated by the Vernon County Land 
& Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 50 U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle:  #04 - Westby 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 
 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK
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 COON CREEK 15 (SWENSON) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 COON CREEK 16 (GARLICK) 
Description of Dam 
CC15 is located in the NE 1/4 of Section 21, T14N R04W in the Town of Christiana; 1-1/4 miles northwest of 
State Highway 27 via Saugstad Rd and Kolbo Rd.  The dam is next to Kolbo Rd.  It is a dry dam completed in 1962 at a 
cost of $22,436 for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township and county 
roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  
The dam is sited on property currently owned by Herbert & Margaret Garlick Trust and is operated by the Vernon 
County Land & Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 50 U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle:  #04 - Westby 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 
 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK.
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 COON CREEK 16 (GARLICK) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 COON CREEK 17 (MELBY) 
Description of Dam 
CC17 is located in the SW 1/4 of Section 15, T14N R04W in the Town of Christiana; 1-1/4 miles west of 
State Highway 27 via County Highway �P�.  The dam is located next to County Highway �P�.  It is a dry dam completed 
in 1962 at a cost of $41,430 for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township 
and county roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory 
floodway.  The dam is sited on property currently owned by David & Renee Moilien and is operated by the Vernon 
County Land & Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 50 U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle:  #04 - Westby 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 
 
SIGNIFICANT HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK.
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 COON CREEK 17 (MELBY) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 
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 COON CREEK 41 (DAHLEN) 
Description of Dam 
CC41 is located in the NW 1/4 of Section 15, T14N R04W in the Town of Christiana; 2-3/4 miles west of 
State Highway 27 via County Highway �P�, then north on Snowflake Curve Rd to I/E road.  It is a dry dam completed in 
1962 at a cost of $66,251 for the purpose of protecting farm buildings, isolated homes, agricultural land and township 
and county roads located within the regulatory floodplain.  The dam was repaired from a structural/abutment failure in 
1982.  It was not designed to protect homes within the regulatory floodway.  The dam is sited on property currently 
owned by James Dahlen Trust and is operated by the Vernon County Land & Water Conservation Department. 
 
Map Location 
Plat Book (1998):  Page 50 U.S.G.S. 7-1/2 Minute Quadrangle:  #04 - Westby 
 
Description of Downstream Structures and List of Landowners 
 
LOW HAZARD DAM.  NO STRUCTURES AT RISK.
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 COON CREEK 41 (DAHLEN) - MAP OF HAZARD AREA 


